The String of Destiny

For Symphonic Orchestra


Zachary Jarvis


Instrumentation

1 Piccolo
1 Flute
1 Oboe
1 English Horn
2 Bassoons
2 Clarinets

4 Horns
2 Trumpets
2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone
1 Tuba

Timpani
Percussion 1
Triangle
Snare Drum
Tam-tam

Percussion 2
Tam-tam

Glockenspiel
Crash Cymbeals

Harp

Violin 1
Violin 1T
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

Program Notes

This piece is my interpretation of Grace Lin’s incredible novel Where the Mountain Meets the Moon. Much
like the novel, this piece follows a protagonist who lives in a bleak remote village. This protagonist journeys out
into the wilderness in search of the String of Destiny. Despite the challenges along the way they manage to find
it and bring happiness and stability back to their village. When writing this piece I tried to capture the intense
feelings that would come along with such an exhilarating tale, the dreariness of the village, the hope in the
protagonist, the mystery of the forest, the intensity of the trials along the way, and the triumph and joy that
comes with beating such a monumental challenge.
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